PREVENTION OF CRIME ORDINANCE, No. 14 OF 1924 





GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


PREVENTION OF CRIME ORDINANCE 

No 14 of 1924. 

An Ordinance for the belter prevention of 
crime in Tribal and Village areas. 


Cri 


i. This Ordinance may be 
e Ordinance 1924. 


cited 


the Prevention of 


2. “Tribal Area” includes the whole of the Sub-District 
of Beersheba, except the municipal area of the town of Beersheba: 
and any other area which is occupied exclusively or principally 
by Redu Arabs not possessing a settled habitation. 

“Village Area” includes the lands occupied by the inhabitants 
of any village or group of villages. 


•1. This Ordinance extends to Tribal Areas in anv District 
of Palestine Where any Village Area has been found to be in 
a disturbed or lawless state, the provisions of Sections 4 ami 7 
of the Ordinance may be applied, by order of the High 
Commissioner, to such area. 

4. Where theie appears to be good reason to believe 
that the inhabitants of any tribal area or encampment have 

(a) connived at or in any way abetted the commission of 
an offence; or 

(b) failed to render all assistance in their [lower to discover 
the offenders or to effect their arrest; or 

(c) connived at the escape of or harboured any offender 
or person suspected of having taken part in the commission ot 
an offence; or 

(d) combined to suppress material evidence of the commis¬ 
sion of an offence, 

the District Governor may, with the sanction of the High 
Commissioner, by order in waiting, direct that a line be levied 
collectively from the inhabitants of such area or encampment. 
This line may include compensation to the victim of the offence 
for the injury caused or for loss of property. 

Ihe tine shall be recovered in such proportions and in 
such manner as may be stated in the Order, and in default of 
payment shall be recoverable as arrears of taxes. 


Citation. 


Definition*. 


Extent of 
Ordinance. 


Fines ou Tribal 
Areas for 
concealing o fieri- 
ders, etc. 



Responsibility 
of Sheikhs. 
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High! of Police 
to preveut re¬ 
moval of Tribe. 


Execution of 
bond to prevent 
bloodshed. 


5. The. Sheikh of a tribe or sub-tribe shall 


(a) report to the District Governor any crime which 
occurs in the area of his tribe or sub-tribe as soon as may be 
after il has come to his knowledge; 


(b) when 
criminal in the 


required by the District Governor, 
area of his tribe or suh-tribe; 


arrest any 

‘ ’ i 


(c) when required by the District Governor, produce any 
person belonging to his tribe or suh-tribe who is charged with 
an offence: 


(d) execute any order enforcing a line made tinder the 
preceding Section. 


In default, lie shall tie liable 

•dance with tin 


lo bt 


placed under police 

supervision in accordance warn me powers conferred by the 
Prevention of Crimes {Additional Powers) Ordinance* 1921. 


I). Where the area of a tribe or sul>-l.ribe has been 
declared to he in a disturbed or dangerous state under Section 
14 of the Police Ordinance 1021, and an additional police force 
has been imposed upon the area, it shall be lawful for any 
Police Officer, on the order of the District Governor, to prevent 
the removal of the tribe or sub-tribe from the area by the seizure 
of the animals of I he tribe or suh-tribe. 


7, Where a blood feud or other cause of quarrel likely 
to lead to bloodshed exists between two families or factions, 
the District Governor may, after enquiry, order all or any 

of the metnbeis of both families or factions, or of either family 
or faction, to execute a bond under the Prevention of Crimes 
Ordinance 1920. If, while the bond is in force, the life of any 

member of either family or faction is unlawfully taken or attempt*- 
ed, the District Governor may declare the bond of all or am 
of tin' members of the other fa.milv or faction and their sureties. 


if any, to be forfeited, unless it is shown to his satisfaction 
that the homicide or attempt was not committed by, or in iron- 
sequence of, the abetment of any member ol that family or 
faction. 
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W here a person has, under the provisions of this Section, 
given security or been imprisoned for failure to give security, 
the District Governor may, on the expiry ot the period for 

which security was required, require him to give security for 
a further period for the purpose of preventing bloodshed. The 
proceeding may he founded on the facts on which the original 
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'Order to give security was founded, and it shall not be neces¬ 
sary to prove any fresh facts to justify an Order to give secu¬ 
rity for a further period, but such an Older shall have the same 
effect and be enforced in the same manner as the original 
Order. Provider! that no person shall suffer for failure to give 
security under this Section continuous imprisonment for more 
than one year. 


8. This Ordinance shall he in force for one year from 
die date of its promulgation. 


Duration of 
Ordinance. 


HERBERT SAMUEL 


High Com to i*sion*r m 
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